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Now whether the magicians meant, it is the finger
of God that hinders us from doing now as we did
before, so that we cannot bring up lice as we did
frogs; or whether they seemed to acknowledge that
the plague of lice was the ringer of God, though
they did not grant that the blood and the frogs were
so, because the Devil could do it also ; this, I say, is
a doubt which commentators do not resolve, or at
least do not agree about.

But take it which way you will, it is an acknow-
ledgment that what they did by their sorcery and
enchantments, was not done by the finger of God ;
and also that when the finger of God was in the
work, their sorcery and enchantments were impo-
tent, and could do nothing.

It is not to be questioned but as this correspond-
ence began between these magicians and the infer-
nal spirits, they did also upon all occasions, and
with the utmost of their power, as well as with the
greatest artifice and cunning, endeavour to make
the people believe that what they did was by the
great power of God, by the finger of heaven; for
this alone answered the end, which was deluding,
and imposing upon mankind. It was the unhappi-
ness of that age, as it is of ours, when a more mo-
dern and indeed more fatal kind of magic is prac-
tised in the world; I say, it was their unhappiness
that the minds of the people seemed prepared for
their delusions, by being more easily imposed upon
than usual.

The Eastern world had for many ages been led
and guided by the juggles and legerdemain of their
southsayers and wise men, as they were called; and
when they, by the degeneracy of the times, were, as
I have said, brought so low as to submit to sorcery
and enchantment, they had a vast advantage over
the people, by the good opinion which the people
had of their sincerity and honesty, and that they